
Downtown Business. , 

Moratorium Approved
 
By Martin Wilbur 

The Pleasantville Village Board officially 
enacted a six-month moratorium in its two 
downtown business zones as trustees as­
sured the public they would quickly address 
the key commercial zoning issues to prevent 
the ban from Lingering. 

As anticipated, the board voted 4-0 on 
Feb. 25 to immediately take action but also 
stressed it would not automatically bar new 
businesses from starting. 

"We are very open and receptive to some­
one who comes to us with respect to open­
ing up a business in the business district;' 
Mayor Bernard Gordon said. "There is a 
procedure to go through to get a waiver for 
this:' 

In January the board announced it would 
temporarily stop certain types of new busi­
nesses from opening in the A-l and A-2 
business zones so they can evaluate corner 
storefront and first-floor uses and the im­
pact of chain stores on the village's down­

town. The board also wants to look at its def­
inition of fast food. 

Although the local law outlining the 
moratorium allows for two six-month ex­
tensions while officials consider amending 
the zoning code in these areas, the board 
pledged to work qUickly to keep hardship for 
business owners to a minimum. Two 
trustees, Jonathan Cunningham and Joseph 
Stargiotti, mentioned that they would likely 
oppose an extension. 

Cunningham, perhaps the most skeptical 
of the board members, said he was going 
along with the moratorium because a similar 
ban proved helpful on Marble Avenue be­
fore major portions of that strip were re­
zoned last year. 

However, he let it be known that he also 
had reservations. 

"I think the last thing that anyone wants is 
discouraging any good business from com­
ing to Pleasantville;' Cunningham said. 
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Tradition 
Students at Pleasantville High School go through a dress rehearsal last Saturday for next week­
end's opening of "Fiddler on the Roof," the selection for this year's annual musical production. 
Under the direction of music teachers Kathleen Donovan-Warren and Dr. Thomas Heintzelman, 
the pair worked with students and adult volunteers to bring the production to the school's stage. 
There will be evening performances on Mar. 7, 8, 14 and 15 at 8 p.m. and Sunday matinees on 
Mar. 9 at 3 p.m. and Mar. 16 at 1: 30 p.m. All tickets are $12 and can be bought in the high 
school auditorium lobby on Mar. 10 and 12 from 6 to 8 p.m. or one hour before all shows. 
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